The Growth of Sudan Communications
The available rolling stock consisted of two engines
used on the 1885 expedition, and some thirty dilapidated
wagons ; the rest of the rolling stock was either on the
scrap-heap or else was partially dismantled to supply
spare parts for whatever was serviceable. Such were the
conditions when the expedition started and railway
construction began.
For one hundred miles south of Haifa the Nile flows
through a narrow valley known to the Arabs as the Batn
el Hagar, or Belly of Rocks. The ground on either bank
falls steeply and often precipitously to the water's edge
and is seamed by ravines and broken by outcrops of
granite ; the current of the river is rapid and its course
is impeded by innumerable reefs and rocky islets. At
the head of the Batn d Hagar and just beyond the southern
limit of the broken country lay the village of Kosha—
105 miles from Haifa. Southward of Kosha the Dervish
forces occupied the whole riverain area of the Dongola
province.
Kitchener's plan of operations may be outlined thus :
As soon as the railhead had advanced sufficiently near
Kosha he would move his whole force up from Haifa and
attack the Dervishes, clear the country of the enemy and
then extend the line to Kosha, where an advanced base
would be established preparatory to a further advance
as soon as the Nile rose. Between Kosha and the village
of Kerma, a hundred miles further south, the river is
navigable only during the flood season, and the execution
of the plan depended, therefore, on the railway reaching
Kosha in time to allow the Sirdar to take advantage of
the high Nile. It will thus be seen that the railway
engineers had just four months in which to lay some
seventy miles of track and build twenty miles of embank-
ment.
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